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CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 1828 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PING CH 

SUBJECT: CHOU EN-LAI'S HEALTH 

REF: PEKING 1773 (NOTAL); PEKING 1808 (NOTAL) 

THE EVIDENCE SEEMS TO BE GROWING THAT PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI’S 
HEALTH HAS TAKEN A TURN FOR THE WORSE, AS THE PREMIER HAS 
ONCE AGAIN FAILED TO MEET AN IMPORTANT VISITOR TO PEKING. NORTH 
VIETNAMESE FIRST SECRETARY LE DUAN DEPARTED THIS MORNING 
FOR TIENTSIN WITHOUT SEEING THE PREMIER ALTHOUGH HE DID SEE 
MAO. NEWSMEN TELL US LE DUAN IS NOT EXPECTED TO RETURN TO 
PEKING. 
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